
Jesus, in the 
Parable of the 

Gꝏd Samaritan…

Why is the
gꝏd person 
a Samaritan?

That’s 
a great 

question!

Two thousand 
years ago in Judea,
the Samaritans were

outcasts.

They were
scorned, hated, 
discriminated

againts.
My followers might 

have smugly felt 
superior to them.
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God doesn’t 
want that.

So, | told 
a parable 

where:

A high-status
man ignored

a person in n�d.

Then another
man ignored

them.

But a low
status person
helped them.
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Status is
not gꝏdneß.

You aren’t
the status
you have…

You are
the gꝏdneß

you live.

How do you
think |’d tell that
parable today?

Maybe there’s
a homeleß person. Mh-h�?
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If we call 
them contractors,
we don’t have to

pay benefits!

… And
a busineßman?

Like a CEO?

Okay.

Then maybe
a preacher?

He brings in a lot
of s�d offerings.
Make it go away.

Get him
a new aßistant.

Quietly.

Great
example.
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Now, who are
the Samaritans

of today?

Maybe an “illegal
i�igrant”?

Definitely.

Or a trans
person.

Maybe a
“drug a�ict.”

For some
Christians,
it might be
a Muslim.

For some
atheists,

it might be
a Christian!

** — Sophie didn’t know more respectful descriptions include
“undocumented migrant” and “person with a substance use disorder.” 
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If you don’t know
the hate faced
by Samaritans

back then,
The parable

loses its
meaning.

So, it’s about
Samartians
specifically,

But it’s about
outcasts

universally?This is a draft.
do not repost.
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And God isn’t
always found in 

the people who are 
lꝏked up to,

But in people
who are lꝏked

down on?
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The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) is not about 
generic kindness. It is about who is allowed to count when fear or 
law or even faith create boundaries. It walks up to our conceit and 
confronts it.

Jesus does not sentimentalize compassion. He puts compassion in 
the body of someone who is Suspect; someone who is Other; some-
one outside the circle of “Us”. 

The Samaritan does not ask whether the wounded man deserves 
help, nor whether helping him will have a cost. He responds to what 
is given before him. Jesus tells this parable in answer to the question 
"Who is my neighbor?" and his answer is: the one you stop for. Moral 
clarity emerges not from identity or purity, but from paying atten-
tion, stopping, crossing over, and acting.

— Rev. Sam Harrelson

Created in Metro Vancouver on the shared territories of many Indigenous 
Peoples, including the Katzie, Kwantlen, Kwikwetlem, Masqui, Musqueam, 
Qayqayt, Semiahmoo, Squamish, Tsawwassen and Tsleil-Waututh Nations, 
who have for too long been treated as outgroups on their own traditional, 
ancestral, unceded territories.
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May we build a world without outgroups.

This is a draft.
do not repost.

www.immigrantparable.com

http://www.immigrantparable.com
https://www.kristinaluu.com

